
Arkansas Project Graduation Commission 
Minutes 

January 17, 2013 
 

Present: Dr. Pat Bailey, Nancy Duffy Blount, Ronald Laurent, Susan Waggener, Sonja Wright-McMurray, 
Scott Zielstra, Mattie Collins 

Absent: Susan Harriman, Rep. Barry Hyde, Donnie Whitten, Dr. Lynita Cooksey 

Visitor: Dr. Donald Bobbitt, president of the University of Arkansas System 

The meeting convened at 11:00 a.m.  In the absence of Chair Whitten, Commissioner Nancy Duffy-
Blount welcomed members of the commission and Dr. Bobbitt. 

Brittany Kincaid distributed the minutes from the November 30 meeting.  Minutes were approved. 

Dr. Pat Bailey introduced Dr. Donald Bobbitt as the guest speaker. 

Dr. Bobbitt informed commissioners that he wanted to outline some of the issues facing higher 
education right now.  He stressed the importance of acknowledging the relationship between k-12 
education and higher education.  Any leaks in the “pipeline” of k-12 education will make the job of 
higher education much more difficult.  He stated that a college degree is important: in the recent 
recession the only demographic that did not have a serious increase in unemployment were those with 
at least a four year degree. 

Governor Beebe would like for the number of Arkansans with a two- or four-year degree to increase by 
50 %.  Dr. Bobbitt offered several statistics about the economic benefits to a community with a more 
educated population.  He explained to commissioners that higher education needs to change in order to 
meet the Governor’s goal. He suggested that colleges find ways to serve different types of people in the 
community, work on building targeted degrees (and more online degrees), and give students who have 
some college credits more options to complete their degrees.  

Dr. Bobbitt stressed that technology will continue to shape the way people are educated.  Smart 
textbooks and online modules offer better feedback to instructors and a more personalized experience 
for the student. 

Commissioners discussed the next meeting date and location, which will be February 14 at the 
Department of Higher Education. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 

 


